Medical therapy for patients with aortic insufficiency.
The medical course and management of patients with aortic insufficiency depends on the severity of the valve lesion and acuity with which it develops. In this article a description of the basic pathophysiology of aortic insufficiency and the natural history of the disease is outlined. Recent information describing both the acute and long-term effects of vasodilator therapy is summarized. With this information, a rational approach to the medical management of aortic insufficiency is developed.